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FEED THE BIRDS

A TIME FROZEN BETWEEN THE FORCES OF DARKNESS AND LIGHT

The Ojibway word for December is “manidogizsons,” meaning the “diminutive spirit month.”  It is in December 
that we begin to feel the major effects of winter, which include snowstorms, frozen lakes, and the noticeable ab-
sence of the sun.  December 22 is the shortest day and longest night of the year in our northern hemisphere.  We 
will have only 8 hours and 41 minutes of daylight. This day is referred to as the Winter Solstice.  On this day the 
sun rises and sets in the southern most part of the sky. Winter Solstice means ‘the sun stands still”.  The Saxons 
of ancient England celebrated the Winter Solstice with feasting and giant bonfires, which were meant to urge the 
sun to return. The increase of daylight time doesn’t make a noticeable difference until mid-January. 

  WINTER SOLSTICE

Black sunflower seeds and suet feeders are a welcoming site for our wintering birds 
especially for Chickadees.  You can teach Chickadees to eat out of your hand by put-
ting a mitten in your birdfeeder and filling it with sunflower seeds.  If you are at the 
bird feeder when the Chickadees come, stay there and speak softly to them.  After the 
Chickadees have become accustommed to your presence and you have gained their 
trust you can start to let them eat out of your mittened-hand.  Begin slowly by wearing 
the mitten filled with seeds, resting it flat on the feeder.   

With a $50 donation to Crystal Falls CoVantage or more 
made between 11/28 - 12/12/17  you will receive 

“WINTER CHICKADEES” 
set of 4 color notecards

(this newsletter’s oil painting by Kristie) 

The Black-capped Chickadee is one of the few songbirds 
that does not migrate but remains a winter resident in 
the Northern United States and Canada.  These tiny birds 
weigh only 1/2 oz. (about the weight of two quarters.)  
They thrive in wilderness areas. They are very good at 
forging for food.  Chickadees travel in large flocks with 
Nuthatches and Goldfinches in the winter months, which 
help them find food sources and provides added protec-
tion from predators, such as owls and hawks.

The Black-capped Chickadee gets its name from the chip-
per, friendly notes it sings, “dee-dee-dee.”  The number of 
“dees” in a chickadee’s song will indicate the discovery of 
a food source or warn of emanate danger from a predator.

Chickadees have a limited fat reserve, which makes it nec-
essary for them to continually consume food.  Their diet 
consist of insects, spiders, seeds and berries.  During the 
summer and autumn months Chickadees spend consider-
able time collecting and warehousing seeds for the leaner 
winter months. 

Chickadees are able to drop their body temperature by 12 
degrees to save on energy. Food they consume during the 
day is converted to fat that is burned during the night. 
 
Chickadee parents have a monogamous partnership. They 
make their nest in tree cavities, sometimes reclaiming nests 
that were used by woodpeckers.  They have also been known 
to choose a traditional birdhouse.  Their interior decorating 
preference includes feathers, soft plant fibers, animal hair, 
and moss fragments.

The mother Chickadee lays up to 6 to 8 eggs that hatch in 
21 days.  Each egg is white with reddish-brown spots and 
about the size of a small jellybean. The male brings food to 
the female while she is incubating the eggs. 

In about two weeks the young leave the nest and the Black 
-Capped Chickadees resume roosting in dense vegetation.  
They seldom travel more that two miles from their nest un-
less the food sources are scarce.  Chickadees live an average 
of two years but can live up to twelve years. 

LITTLE WONDERS OF WINTER

Crystal Falls CoVantage Credit Union 
Chooses CAMP BATAWAGAMA!
DONATIONS made BEFORE 

DECEMBER 12th will be MATCHED!

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE to:
CoVantage Care Foundation                                                              
Please indicate Camp Batawagama 
as the designated Charity.   
Crystal Falls Covantage Credit Union 
1 Credit Union Way
Crystal Falls, MI 49920
(addressed & stamped envelope included)

Please see 
President’s Page

for Details



The Hopper Royales from A-1

A-1 Girls show off their vintage aprons after finishing up their dinnertime “hopping” chores.  The girls were treated to a history lesson on 
domestic apron apparel from the pre/post WWII era by Luetta Krajewski.  Luetta let each girl choose a vintage apron from her collection and 
then taught them the fine art of starching and ironing.  

Cassie Divine, Age 16, Crystal Falls, MI

Natalie Tomlinson, Age 16, Iron River, MI

 I was unaware of how much knowledge I would 
gain from being a camp counselor. I soon learned a lot 
about myself and a lot about the girls that I counseled. All of 
my campers are so amazing and inspiring and I always love 
hearing their hopes and dreams for their lives. I am very 
thankful for the summers that I have spent out at Camp 
Batawagama and I have so many beloved memories and 
friendships that I will cherish forever.
 Because of my time spent at camp, I have learned 
that I want to work with children. I decided to pursue a de-
gree in Speech Language and Hearing Science and will soon 
finish my undergrad at Northern Michigan University. My 
new aspirations include receiving my Master’s in Speech 
Language Pathology and working in a school as a Speech 
and Language Pathologist. 
The one piece of advice that my campers have taught me is to 
dream big, and thanks to them, I always will. 

   
   

LETTER FROM ADEL ISAACSON

 At the age of nine, I was introduced to my home away 
from home, Camp Batawagama. I vividly remember not fall-
ing asleep my first night at camp, because I was nervous for 
the week ahead. I soon learned that I should not have worried 
because I loved all the nature and wildlife, the arts & crafts, 
the singing, the staff, and everything else that entailed camp 
life. Those reasons, among the many cherished traditions, rich 
history, and the memories and friendships that I have made, 
are why I love coming back to camp.
     I continued to go to camp every summer after that 
first week, and as soon as I was too old to be a camper, I 
worked in the kitchen. This summer I just finished my second 
year counseling. As a counselor, I learned to treat every week 
as if it is your last to ensure that it is an unforgettable week for 
the campers. Each week is a new journey with a great bunch 
of girls and each week we have a phenomenal experience!

   
   

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE to:
CoVantage Care Foundation                                                              
Please indicate Camp Batawagama 
as the designated Charity.   
Crystal Falls Covantage Credit Union 
1 Credit Union Way
Crystal Falls, MI 49920
(addressed & stamped envelope included)



You put your right foot in and you shake it all 
about and do the Hokie-Pokie and you turn yourself 
around...............That’s what it’s all About!

Making Summertime Memories with Friends

  making music with my friends

SKIT NIGHT ‘S GONG GONE JUDGES 

New Big Hall, New Big Sound!Okay, which one of you forgot your lines?

Bata Band Rehearses for the Big Night

Friends Hall is the ideal place for hosting gatherings of 
campers young and old.  Pictures from this past sum-
mer show Friends Hall was busy from the beginning of 
camp to the very end.  It provided a space for the morn-
ing Fitness and Golden Zumba of Senior Days.  During 
Band Camp, the Hall was in constant use with morning 
and afternoon Band Rehearsals and Evening programs 
and Concerts.  During Youth Camp we were happy to 
have such a warm and inviting space for our Evening 
programs, our Tuesday Game & Skit Night and our 
Dance Nights.  Thank you Friends of Camp Batawaga-
ma for your donations which made this building possi-
ble.  It is a great addition to the Batawagama Camping 
Program.      Brian Schulze, Camp Director

Letter From the Director FRIENDS HALL



 Whenever I think about “going home,” the first place that al-
ways comes to mind is Camp Batawagama. I have spent over half of 
the summers in my life here, with each passing summer having passed 
by faster than the one before. Over these summers, I made countless 
memories with friends that I am so lucky to have met. As an inexpe-
rienced 18 year-old with a growing passion for digital media, it’s also 
where I was given the opportunity for my first job in my career field.
 Each week, armed with my camera equipment, I captured kids 
smiling, laughing, learning, just as I did. I spent many late nights mak-
ing sure that each week there was a video for the campers to watch so 
that they won’t forget their time. Knowing that they’ll have something 
to remind them of how Batawagama made them feel, made all of those 
late nights editing worth it.  
 Batawagama is a one of a kind place, where thousands of kids, 
and adults, have come to feel safe, to feel important and to feel like 
they belong.  And for 14 unforgettable summers, Camp Batawagama did 
exactly that for me. 

Making Summertime Memories with Friends

Christmas in July

Low Ropes Course...You can’t go ‘round it...
Ypu can’t over it...You can’y go under it...
You gotta go through it!

JARED 

Camp Photographer & Videographer, Summers of 2011-2017                                                                                                                 
2017 summer camp videos at: www camp batawagama.com

to the journey’s end..10....20...30 miles

Take a Walk on the WildSide 
with Woody and Boys

Sail Away

and the “Liars Club Quartet”



PRESIDENT’S PAGE

I hope you had a wonderful summer and fall. This fall we added two new members to the FOCB board: Andrew La-
Combe and Adam Gessler. They have been involved with Camp Batawagama for quite some time, and the board wel-
comes their enthusiasm as well as fresh ideas.  The Band Camp Faculty Concert this year was truly spectacular. We were 
able to open the doors to the new Friends Hall and spend the evening listening to world class musicians...an enchanting 
night for all. We truly appreciate your generous donations, without which we would not have this beautiful building. 
On June 24, 2018 we will be having the new Annual Batawagama Charity Golf Outing (4 person golf scramble) at the 
George Young Recreation Facility. If you can’t play with us you can still participate by sponsoring a team or a hole. More 
information will follow in the spring newsletter.                      

Barb Martini, President
                                               

Thank You Iron-Dickinson Community Foundation and Forest Park Student Advisory Board for awarding the Friends of 
Camp Batawagama a grant of $1,400 in 2017.  The Friends were able to match this grant and purchase four new ocean kayaks.  
We feel so blessed to have received this grant and happy that so many campers this summer were able to enjoy using them. 
Just ask anyone on the waterfront.  The new ocean kayaks were a favorite watercraft to use by campers going down to Little 
Bot for a cook-out or just having fun during free swim.  Denise Malony, Secretary

COVANTAGE CHOOSES CAMP BATAWAGAMA
This fall the CoVantage Credit Union of Crystal Falls has chosen Iron County’s Camp Batawagama as its recipient for a 
two week “Giving 2sday Fundraising Campaign.”  The CoVantage Care Foundation is a public charity established by the 
CoVantage Credit Union.  CoVantage will be accepting monetary donations from their members, the community, and 
other interested parties during this two-week time period.

All of the funds generated for Camp Batawagama from November 28th through December 12, 2017 will be matched by 
a donation from the Crystal Falls CoVantage Credit Union up to $25,000.   

All checks, that will be matched in dollar amount for Camp Batawagama, must be received by the Credit Union on or 
before December 12th and made payable to:       
            CoVantage Care Foundation 
                                                                      Crystal Falls Covantage Credit Union 
                                                                       1 Credit Union Way
                                                                      Crystal Falls, MI 49920  

Indicate Camp Batawagama as the designated charity
 A stamped and addressed envelope enclosed in mailing                                

The Friends of Camp Batawagama extends a Huge Thank You! to the Crystal Falls CoVantage 
for giving Camp Batawagama this amazing opportunity! 

Thank you, in advance, to all who choose to participate in this matching fundraiser for BATAWAGAMA!          

ANCHORS AWAY

&



Adam Gessler was born and raised in Tomahawk, WI. He started 
teaching private piano lessons at the age of 15 and has been teaching 
ever since. He went to the University of Wisconsin Stevens Point and 
graduated with a degree in Piano Performance and is now pursuing 
his education license. He performs for a number of concerts and pro-
grams around the community, schools, and churches every year. He is 
an active member of St. Mary’s Parish, the Wisconsin Music Teachers 
Association and the Piano Technicians Guild.

In 2007, Adam joined the staff at Camp Batawagama as the Piano Play-
er. Throughout the years he learned more about the history and tradi-
tions of the camp and how special of a place it is to many of the genera-
tions who have attended. His job evolved from the Piano Player to now 
helping run the day to day operation of the camp. He’s very excited to 
bring new and fresh ideas to the Friends community,  while upholding 
the traditions and values that have made Camp Batawagama a hidden 
gem of the nation for so many years.

I am very excited and honored to be a part of the Friends of Camp Bat-
awagama Board.  I grew up in Marquette and attended Batawagama as a 
youth camper.  I was a counselor for 3 summers while attending college 
in Wisconsin.  Every  day I am so grateful that my friend who introduced 
me to camp as a camper also convinced me to work on staff.

I am still part of the camp staff every summer as an orientation coordina-
tor and program director during Band Camp, and I make sure to be part 
of Senior Days and Youth Camp as much as possible.  I work full time 
as a morning news anchor at TV6 in Marquette.  I return to camp every 
year to help keep great traditions and memories alive.  Our world needs a 
place like Batawagama more than ever before.

I am inspired by the work that Friends does for camp and I can’t wait 
to be an active part of it moving forward.  Thank you for suppoting the 
greatest place in the world!

ANDREW LACOMBE

ADAM GESSLER
WELCOME TO THE BOARD

 COVANTAGE CAMPAIGN...........................NOV 28 - DEC 12
 STAFF ORIENTATION.......................................JUNE  10-12
 SENIOR DAYS.....................................................JUNE 13-15
 BAND CAMP........................................................JUNE 17-23
 FACULTY CONCERT.................................................JUNE 21
 7:30 PM Camp Batawagama....................... Soderman Hall

BAND CAMP CONCERT............................................JUNE 23
7:30 PM Crystal Falls..................Forest Park Gymnasium
 FOCB GOLF OUTING FUND RAISER.....................JUNE 24
George Young’s Recreational Complex 
 YOUTH CAMP.........................................JUNE  24--JULY 28

 

2017-2018 CALENDAR

FOR APPLICATIONS FOR 2018 BAND AND YOUTH CAMP CALL 906-265-4476 OR EMAIL icyc@iron.org by MARCH 1st



Night comes earlier in December and it is an excellent time for some serious stargazing.   On the next clear 
night look up and you will see constellation, “ORION the HUNTER” taking center stage in the southeastern 
sky.  Two stars that frame the body of ORION are at the shoulders and two more are at the legs.  ORION is as 
recognizable as the BIG DIPPER in the northern skyscape.  ORION is the only constellation that has two 1st 
magnitude stars, Betelgeues (bettlejuice) and Rigel.  Betelgeuse is the star that defines Orion’s left shoulder.  
Betelgeuse is on its way to becoming a super nova, a star that is soon to burn out.  When that happens ORION 
will be missing its left shoulder.  Below the three star belt of ORION is a glowing hazy area known as the ORI-
ON NEBULA. 

    

ORION makes it easy to find other constellations in the winter sky.  If you follow the line of stars in ORION’s 
belt to the left for about 20 degrees you find the star, Sirius.  Sirius is a -1 magnitude and the brightest star in 
the night sky.  If you follow ORION’s belt to the right 20 degrees you will find the star, Alberbaran, which is a 
0.9 magnitude.  It is the major star in the constellation, “TAURUS the BULL.”  If you move your sightline 20 
degrees to the right of Alberbaran you will find the “PLEIADES”, which are the most prominent cluster of stars 
in the winter sky.  Native American legends refer to the “PLEIADES” as the “LOST CHILDREN.”  Seven major 
stars make up the “Pleiades” in the northern sky and can be easily identified with the naked eye. 

WINTER NIGHTLIGHTS

Crystal Falls CoVantage Credit Union 
Chooses CAMP BATAWAGAMA!
DONATIONS made BEFORE 

DECEMBER 12th will be MATCHED!

URGENT NOTICE:
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE to:
CoVantage Care Foundation                                                              
Please indicate Camp Batawagama 
as the designated Charity.   
Crystal Falls Covantage Credit Union 
1 Credit Union Way
Crystal Falls, MI 49920
(addressed & stamped envelope included)

Friends of Camp Batawagama PO Box 482  Iron River, MI 49935


